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The First Congregational Church  
Chappaqua, New York 

United Church of Christ 
 

An Open and Affirming Church 

The Weight of  the Salt, the Heat of  the Light  

All Are Welcome 



Our Mission Statement 
“With open hands and open hearts, we care for each other and the wider world through prayer, connections  
and compassion.  We are compelled by our faith to follow in the path of Jesus Christ, by both listening to  

and spreading God’s love to all people.” 
 

Our Vision Statement 
“In living our faith and guided by the teachings of Jesus Christ, we seek to be known as an open and safe place  

of peaceful reflection and tolerant dialogue.  We also seek to lead our community as a voice of hope  
to foster individual and social compassion.” 

First Congregational Church ● 210 Orchard Ridge Road, Chappaqua, NY  10514 ● (914) 238-4411 

office@fcc-chappaqua.org ● fcc-chappaqua.org 
 

FCC Office hours are Monday-Friday from 9:00 am-3:30 pm 
 

If you have a pastoral emergency, please contact Katy Cates (914) 584-7722 
 

Find us on YouTube: @fccchappaqua7354 and Facebook: fcc-chappaqua.org 

Welcome to FCC — We’re So Glad You’re Here 
 

“All Are Welcome” isn’t just a slogan - it’s how we live. Whether you’re grounded in faith  
or full of questions…Young or old, neuro-diverse or otherly-abled.…Whatever your race,  
ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity, political views, marital status, income level, or 

background - You can belong here. We believe every person is a child of God, and every voice is essential to who 
we are as a family of faith. 
 
Maybe you’ve gone to church your whole life - or maybe this is your very first time in a place like this. 
Either way, we’re grateful you’re here. It takes courage to show up, especially if church has ever felt like a place  
of hurt, judgment, or confusion. We hope this community feels different. As a congregation of the United 
Church of Christ, we’re rooted in a rich history of Christian faith and justice. 
 
As a church, we seek to follow Jesus and explore what that means in today’s changing world. Wherever you  
are on your spiritual journey—curious, committed, cautious, or questioning—we’re grateful you’re here to grow  
with us. 
 
If you're worshiping in person for the first time, we invite you to fill out a Visitor Card. 
Prayer requests can also be written and handed to an usher. 
 
Worshiping online? Have a question or want to get more involved? 
Pastor Siobhan would love to hear from you at pastorsiobhan@fcc-chappaqua.org. 
To receive our weekly Thursday’s Word newsletter, contact office@fcc-chappaqua.org. 
 
And yes, children are joyfully welcome in worship! 
Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me… for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs” (Mark 10:14). 
We believe children aren’t just the future of the church—they help reveal the heart of God right now. Their  
voices, questions, wiggles, giggles—and yes, even cries or joyful shouts—are welcome here. We celebrate the  
life they bring, even when it doesn’t follow the script. Children are invited to receive communion or a blessing 
and may also join our Sunday School program (September–June), if families choose. For more information you can 
reach our Director of Christian Education Jonathan Riedel at ce@fcc-chappaqua.org 
 
We hope you feel at home, for truly your presence is a blessing to us. 
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First Congregational Church 
Sunday, February 8, 2026 ● 10:00 am  

 
 
 

Prelude                                           Softly and Tenderly                                            –DAN FORREST 
 

Welcome 
 

Centering Music                           What Wondrous Love Is This  

What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul,  
what wondrous love is this, O my soul!  

What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss  
to bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul,  

to bear the dreadful curse for my soul! 
 
Call to Worship:  
One: Praise the Lord! 
  All: Happy are those who revere the Lord! 
One: Delight in Love's commandments and our 
         descendants will be mighty in the land! 
  All: We will rise in the darkness as a light for the upright! 
         We shall be gracious, merciful, and righteous for Love's sake! 
One: Be not afraid of sorrow and anger. 
         Our hearts are firm, secure in the Lord. 
  All: Our hearts are steady. We shall meet the world with compassion. 
         Come! Let us worship God together! 
 
*Opening Hymn No. 517         Love Divine, All Loves Excelling                                       -BEECHER 

Love divine, all loves excelling, joy of heaven, to earth come down; 
fix in us thy humble dwelling, all thy faithful mercies crown; 

Jesus, thou art all compassion, pure, unbounded love thou art; 
visit us with thy salvation, enter every trembling heart. 

  

Breathe, O breathe thy loving Spirit into every troubled breast; 
let us all in thee inherit, let us find thy promised rest; 
take away our love of sinning; alpha and omega be; 

end of faith, as its beginning, set our hearts at liberty. 
  

Come almighty to deliver, let us all thy life receive; 
suddenly return and never, nevermore thy temples leave. 

Thee we would be always blessing, serve thee as thy hosts above, 
pray, and praise thee without ceasing, glory in the perfect love. 

  

Finish, then, thy new creation; pure and spotless let us be, 
let us see thy great salvation perfectly restored in thee; 

changed from glory into glory, till in heaven we take our place, 
till we cast our crowns before thee, lost in wonder, love, and praise. 

 

_______________ 
* Congregation Standing (if you feel comfortable) 



Unison Invocation and Lord’s Prayer (using debts): 
God of Joy and Abounding Love, bless us this day. Fill our hearts with the healing of  
yesterday's sorrows and the anticipation good things to come.  Grant us the patience and 
peace to live here now, fully in this moment. Hear us as we pray to You the prayer that  
Jesus taught us… Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and  
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever and ever. 
Amen  

 
Youth Message          Jonathan Riedel 

 
Invitation to Confession:  
   One: As we heed God's call to serve, to grow, and to live loving, authentic lives we risk, we  
stumble, we make mistakes. However, our Divine Parent does not turn Their back on us.  When 
we admit our confusion, God promises us clarity. When we own our trespasses, God promises to 
forgive.  

 
Unison Prayer of Confession: 
     All: God of  Mercy and Understanding, we come to you humbled by our missteps.  For 
all the times we dimmed our light, we ask for Your forgiveness.  For the times we hurt 
others, for the times we hurt ourselves, for the times we hurt our world, we ask for Your 
wisdom as we strive to make things right.  We ask for Your healing of these wounds, and 
Your grace where we are helpless. Amen. 

 
Words of Assurance (responsively): 
   One: May all who seek forgiveness and blessing receive it freely!  Our God's love is infinite and  
   She folds her children with gladness back into Her arms. 
     All: Praise be! We give love and thanks to God! 

 
*Passing of Christ’s Peace (responsively)  

     One: With our minds clear and our hearts open, let us rise and greet one another as Jesus did 
     the world.  May the Peace of Christ be with you! 
       All: And also with you! 
 
 
Anthem        That Old Rugged Cross                                             -DON BESIG 
 
 
 
 
 

______________ 
* Congregation Standing (if you feel comfortable) 



Scripture 
Psalm 112: 
Praise the Lord! 
    Happy are those who (revere) the Lord, 
    who greatly delight in his commandments. 
Their descendants will be mighty in the land; 
    the generation of the upright will be blessed. 
Wealth and riches are in their houses, 
    and their righteousness endures forever. 
They rise in the darkness as a light for the upright; 
    they are gracious, merciful, and righteous. 
It is well with those who deal generously and lend, 
    who conduct their affairs with justice. 
For the righteous will never be moved; 
    they will be remembered forever. 
They are not afraid of evil tidings; 
    their hearts are firm, secure in the Lord. 
Their hearts are steady; they will not be afraid; 
    in the end they will look in triumph on their foes. 
They have distributed freely; they have given to the poor; 
    their righteousness endures forever; 
    their horn is exalted in honor. 
The wicked see it and are angry; 
    they gnash their teeth and melt away; 
    the desire of the wicked comes to nothing. 
 
Matthew 5: 13-16: 
You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It is no 
longer good for anything but is thrown out and trampled underfoot. 
 

You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. People do not light a lamp and 
put it under the bushel basket; rather, they put it on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the 
house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works 
and give glory to your Father in heaven. 
 

    One:  The word of God for the people of God 
      All:  Thanks be to God 
 
 
Sermon                 “The Weight of the Salt, the Heat of the Light”              Jonathan Riedel 

 
 
 



 
Prayers of Our People   
  
Announcements   
  
         

The Offering 
   Call to Offering:  We now invite the ushers to come forward as we receive our gifts and offering 
   Offertory Anthem                   We Sing One Common Lord                                 -JOHN CARTER 
 
 
*Doxology    Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;   
Praise God, all creatures here below; 

  Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts;   
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

 

*Unison Prayer of Dedication 
To the One who made us the salt of  the Earth, and the One who deemed us the light of  
the world, we dedicate our lives and give our gifts. Oh, God of  Courage and Abundance, 
speed what we offer to its greatest use.  May it light the lights of  all our siblings and  
nourish those in need. Let it flow freely from us into the world by Your will. Amen.  

 
*Closing Hymn No. 265    Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart              -MORECAMBE 

Spirit of God, descend upon my heart; 
wean it from earth, through all its pulses move; 

stoop to my weakness, mighty as thou art, 
and make me love thee as I ought to love. 

  

I ask no dream, no prophet ecstasies, 
no sudden rending of the veil of clay, 
no angel visitant, no opening skies, 

but take the dimness of my soul away. 
  

Teach me to feel that thou art always nigh; 
teach me the struggles of the soul to bear: 
to check the rising doubt, the rebel sigh; 

‘teach me the patience of unanswered prayer. 
  

Teach me to love thee as thine angels love, 
one holy passion filling all my frame; 

the baptism of the heaven descended Dove. 
My heart an altar, and thy love the flame. 

 
______________ 
* Congregation Standing (if you feel comfortable) 



Benediction 
Now go! Climb that mountain and be that shining city! Flavor the Earth with your uniqueness and 
savor that of  others. Be the child Love made you to be.  Bask in the calming waters and revel in the 
celebration that is God! Amen.   

 
Postlude                            Postlude on ‘St. George’s Windsor’                     -JASON D. PAYNE 

 
 

___________ 
* Congregation Standing (if you feel comfortable) 

 

 
 
 
 
 

We thank all who have participated in our morning worship service and in the auxiliary functions. 
 

• Katy Cates is our Host Deacon  
 

• Sue Hacker is our Liturgist  
 

• Carl Thorsberg is our Usher 
 

Please join us for the CE Valentine’s Bake Sale  
and coffee/snacks and fellowship in the Centennial Hall following worship. 

 
 

Join us for a 

Community Dinner 
Sunday, February 15 

4:00 - 6:00 pm 
here at FCC 

 

This special event, in partnership with Pop Up Pantry Chappaqua, is open to 
everyone and free of charge. 

 

Please bring a dessert to share. 
 

Donations of canned goods/nonperishables will be collected for the food pantry. 
 

Hope you can join us! 



Calendar 

Tuesday, February 10 
 9:15 am Play Care  
 1:30 pm Staff Meeting (MR) 
 7:30 pm AA (CH) 

Saturday, February 14 
 

7:30 pm Mount Kisco AA (CH) 

NEXT Sunday, February 15 
10:00 am Worship (CH/YouTube) 

11:15 am Sunday Fellowship  

11:15-11:45 am Choir Rehearsal 
4:00-6:00 pm Community Dinner (CH) 
7:30 pm AA (CH) 

Friday, February 13 
  9:15 am Play Care  
  7:30 pm AA (CH) 

Monday, February 9 
 9:15 am Play Care  
 

 

Wednesday, February 11 
 9:15 am Play Care  
 7:00 pm Book Club (MR) 
 7:30 pm Boy Scouts (CH) 

Thursday, February 12 
  9:15 am Play Care  
  7:30 pm AA (CH) 

 

TODAY, Sunday, February 8, 2026 
CE Valentine’s Bake Sale 
 

10:00 am Worship -Jonathan Riedel preaching 
      (CH/YouTube) 
11:15 am Sunday Fellowship (CH) 

11:15-11:45 am Choir Rehearsal 
 7:30 pm AA (CH) 


