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— Welcome to FCC — We’re So Glad You’re Here

“All Are Welcome” isn’t just a slogan - it’s how we live. Whether you’re grounded in faith

or full of questions...Young or old, neuro-diverse or otherly-abled....Whatever your race,
ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity, political views, marital status, income level, or
background - You can belong here. We believe every person is a child of God, and every voice is essential to who
we are as a family of faith.
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Maybe you’ve gone to church your whole life - or maybe this is your very first time in a place like this.
Either way, we’re grateful you’re here. It takes courage to show up, especially if church has ever felt like a place
of hurt, judgment, or confusion. We hope this community feels different. As a congregation of the United
Church of Christ, we’re rooted in a rich history of Christian faith and justice.

As a church, we seek to follow Jesus and explore what that means in today’s changing world. Wherever you
are on your spiritual journey—curious, committed, cautious, or questioning—we’re grateful you’re here to grow
with us.

If you're worshiping in person for the first time, we invite you to fill out a Visitor Card.
Prayer requests can also be written and handed to an usher.

Worshiping online? Have a question or want to get more involved?
Pastor Siobhan would love to hear from you at pastorsiobhan@fcc-chappagua.org.
To receive our weekly Thursday’s Word newsletter, contact office@fcc-chappaqua.org.

And yes, children are joyfully welcome in worship!

Jesus said, “Tez the little children come to me... for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs” (Mark 10:14).
We believe children aren’t just the future of the church—they help reveal the heart of God right now. Their
voices, questions, wiggles, giggles—and yes, even cries or joyful shouts—are welcome here. We celebrate the
life they bring, even when it doesn’t follow the script. Children are invited to receive communion or a blessing
and may also join our Sunday School program (September—June), if families choose. For more information you can
reach our Director of Christian Education Jonathan Riedel at ce@fcc-chappaqua.org

We hope you feel at home, for truly your presence is a blessing to us.

Our Mission Statement
“With open hands and open hearts, we care for each other and the wider world through prayer, connections
and compassion. We are compelled by our faith to follow in the path of Jesus Christ, by both listening to
and spreading God’s love to all people.”

Our Vision Statement
“In living onr faith and guided by the teachings of Jesus Christ, we seek to be known as an open and safe place
of peaceful reflection and tolerant dialogue. We also seek to lead our community as a voice of hope
to foster individual and social compassion.”

First Congregational Church e 210 Orchard Ridge Road, Chappaqua, NY 10514 e (914) 238-4411
office@fcc-chappaqua.org e fee-chappaqua.org

FCC Office hours are Monday-Friday from 9:00 am-3:00 pm

If you have a pastoral emergency, please contact Pastor Siobhan at 917-892-8521

Find us on YouTube: @fccchappaqua7354 and Facebook: fcc-chappagua.org
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First Congregational Church
Sunday, January 11, 2026 « 10:00 am

Prelude Solemn Prelude -GORDON YOUNG
Welcome
Centering Music No. Give Me Jesus

In the morning when | rise, in the morning when 1 rise,
in the morning when | rise, give me Jesus.

Refrain: Give me Jesus, give me Jesus,
you may have all this world, give me Jesus.

Call to Worship:
One: In the bright revealing of this new day, God gathers us in. Not to prove how much we can

do, but to practice how deeply we can breathe. This is why we are here:

All: We come seeking light—and steadier hearts.

One: Here we learn the art of holy pausing, the gentle work of regulation and rest,
like snow that softens every sharp edge— and grace that comforts the soul.

All: We come longing for stability—and space to play.

One: Epiphany is a season of noticing— doors opening, paths widening, life stretching toward
growth even in the cold.

All: We come ready for new beginnings—and joyful unfolding.

One: So bring your whole self to the One who meets us with light: your wonder and your
weariness, your restless energy, your open-hearted courage.
All: Let us worship God, who warms what has grown numb, and invites us to move, to
grow, and to rejoice.

One: The light of Christ is with us!

All: Thanks be to God!

*QOpening Hymn No. Amazing Grace
Amazing Grace! How sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now am found; was blind, but now | see.

“T'was grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears relieved;
how precious did that grace appear the hour | first believed.

Through many dangers, toils, and snares, | have already come;
‘tis grace that brought me safe thus far, and grace will lead me home.

When we’ve been there ten thousand years, bright shining as the sun,
we’ve no less days to sing God’s praise than when we’d first begun.

* Congregation Standing (if you feel comfortable)



Unison Prayer of Invocation:

Revealing God, you meet us in the turning of ordinary weeks and gather us by the light of
Christ. Through our time together today, teach our bodies to breathe with your Spirit, and
our minds to pause without fear. Where our edges feel sharp, soften us with grace. Where
our hearts feel hurried, steady us with love. Open in us the playful courage to grow, and
make this hour a place of listening. Help us to recognize your presence, so that we might
deepen our faith, become kinder to ourselves, and more alive to one another. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer (using debts) (responsively):
One: And now let us pray together the prayer Jesus taught...

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts
as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen

Youth Message Jonathan Riedel

Invitation to Confession:

One: Friends, we confess because honesty keeps a church alive. We do not come to recite perfect
words—we come to tell the truth about our imperfect lives. Confession helps us notice what
needs healing, name what has grown tangled, and remember who we are meant to be. We confess
together because church is where private truth becomes shared healing. We confess so that,
through shared accountability, we can reset and turn back toward grace—trusting always that God
longs to welcome and receive us.

Unison Prayer of Confession:

All: God of stability and truth, we bring you the real story of our lives and our world.
We confess that we have hurried when we could have paused, turned away from suffering
we could have faced, and closed our hearts to voices you were asking us to hear. Forgive
what has grown tangled in us—habits that ignore our neighbors, fears that protect only
our comfort, and pride that forgets the common good. Help us to hold one another in
mercy and to learn a better road together. Inspire us once again to become the church you
imagine: honest in speech, patient in love, playful in hope, courageous in growth, and
faithful in seeking justice. Amen.

A Moment for Silence and Personal Prayer

Words of Assurance (responsively):

One: Friends, hear the good news: God’s mercy is wider than our mistakes and deeper than
our regrets. In Christ, we are forgiven, set free, and made new.

All: Thanks be to God! Amen.

* Congregation Standing (if you feel comfortable)



*Passing of Christ’s Peace (responsively)

One: Celebrating God’s amazing grace, let us now share that grace with one another. Please
rise in body or in spirit, to pass the peace of Christ with one another---either in person or virtually.
May the Peace of Christ be with you!

All: And also with you!

Scriptures John 21:1-19

After this Jesus revealed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tibe'ri-as; and he revealed
himself in this way. Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathan'a-el of Cana in Galilee, the sons
of Zeb'edee, and two others of his disciples were together. Simon Peter said to them, “I am going
tishing.” They said to him, “We will go with you.” They went out and got into the boat; but that
night they caught nothing.

Just as day was breaking, Jesus stood on the beach; yet the disciples did not know that it was

Jesus. Jesus said to them, “Children, have you any fish?”” They answered him, “No.” He said to
them, “Cast the net on the right side of the boat, and you will find some.” So they cast it, and now
they were not able to haul it in, for the quantity of fish. That disciple whom Jesus loved said to
Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on his clothes, for he
was stripped for work, and sprang into the sea. But the other disciples came in the boat, dragging
the net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, but about a hundred yards! off.

When they got out on land, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish lying on it, and bread. Jesus
said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.” So Simon Peter went aboard and
hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred and fifty-three of them; and although there
were so many, the net was not torn. Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” Now none
of the disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?”” They knew it was the Lord. Jesus came and took
the bread and gave it to them, and so with the fish. This was now the third time that Jesus was
revealed to the disciples after he was raised from the dead.

When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you love me
more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He said to him, “Feed
my lambs.” A second time he said to him, “Simon, son of John, do you love mer” He said to him,
“Yes, Lotd; you know that I love you.” He said to him, “Tend my sheep.” He said to him the third
time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” Peter was grieved because he said to him the third
time, “Do you love me?” And he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that I love
you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep. Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were young, you gird-
ed yourself and walked where you would; but when you are old, you will stretch out your hands,
and another will gird you and carry you where you do not wish to go.” (This he said to show by
what death he was to glorify God.) And after this he said to him, “Follow me.”

One: The word of God for the people of God
All: Thanks be to God

Sermon "The Prison Within" Rev. Bob Walker


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2021%3A1-19&version=RSV#fen-RSV-26889a

Hymn No. 342 Lord, You Have Come to the Lakeshore (verst 1&2)
Lord, you have come to the lakeshore looking neither for wealthy nor wise ones;
you only asked me to follow humbly.

Refrain: O Lord, with your eyes you have searched me, and while smiling have spoken my name;
now my boat’s left on the shoreline behind me; by your side I will seek other seas.

You know so well my possessions; my boat carries no gold and no weapons;
you will find there my nets and labor. (Refrain)

Prayers of Our People Katy Cates
Announcements Katy Cates
The Offering

Call to Offering: We now invite the ushers to come forward as we receive our gifts and offering

Offertory Anthem One Star -ALBRECHT/ALTHOUSE
*Doxology Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts;

Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Unison Prayer of Dedication

Gracious and Holy God, you receive us as we are, with hearts that are willing. We trust you
to take what we offer today—the gifts in this plate and the lives we live each day—and
bless them in the name of Jesus. Use us and our offerings for healing and hope, for the
love Jesus lived and the justice Jesus named. By your gentle Spirit, let the gifts we give
bear fruit in this world beyond what we could ever imagine. Amen.

*Closing Hymn No. 265  Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart "MORECAMBE
Spirit of God, descend upon my heart;
wean it from earth, through all its pulses move;
stoop to my weakness, mighty as thou art,
and make me love thee as | ought to love.

| ask no dream, no prophet ecstasies,

no sudden rending of the veil of clay,
no angel visitant, no opening skies,

but take the dimness of my soul away.

Teach me to feel that thou art always nigh;
teach me the struggles of the soul to bear:
to check the rising doubt, the rebel sigh;
‘teach me the patience of unanswered prayer.

Teach me to love thee as thine angels love,
one holy passion filling all my frame;
the baptism of the heaven descended Dove.
My heart an altar, and thy love the flame.



Sending Forth
One: People of God, the light of Christ has found us here.
All: We will follow that light into the world.
One: Let love be our work.
All: Let justice be our song.
One: Wherever the Spirit sends us—
All: God will make more of us than we imagine.
One: Let us go now from this place, nourished for the journey ahead.
All: With willing and hopeful hearts, we are ready to serve.
One: And as you remain standing, let us receive this benediction.

Benediction
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be with us all, now and forever. Amen.

Postlude Postlude in Classic Style -GORDON YOUNG

* Congregation Standing (if you feel comfortable)

NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING

Notice is hereby given that the Annual Meeting of The First Congregational Church
of Chappaqua, United Church of Christ, will be held IN PERSON on
Sunday, January 25, 2026, at 11:00 a.m., after the morning worship service.

The following business will be conducted:
1) The election of three (4) Trustees to succeed the following: Mark Barth, Christina Chapin, Bill Swenson and
Percell Welch (1 year)
2) The election of officials and members of various boards.
3) The adoption of the Annual Budget.
4) The consideration of and acting upon such other business that may properly come before the
meeting.
By order of the Church Council
Caitlin Blasdell, Church Clerk




We thank all who have participated in our morning worship service and in the auxiliary functions.

. Katy Cates is our Host Deacon
« Urka Swinney is our Liturgist
« Carl Thorsberg and Robin Stout are our Ushers

« Anna Baumann is Hosting Sunday Fellowship

Please join us for coffee/snacks and fellowship in the Centennial Hall following worship.

Calendar

TODAY Sunday, January 11 Thursday, January 15
10:00 am Worship - Rev. Bob Walker 9:15 am Play Care

preaching (cH/voutube) 7:30 pm AA cH)
11:15 am Sunday Fellowship
11:15-11:45 am Choir Rehearsal Friday. January 16

9:15 am Play Care

7:30 pm AA (cH) 7:30 pm AA chH)

Monday, January 12
9:15 am Play Care

Saturday, January 17
1:00 pm Marie Kish Memorial Service
7:30 pm Mount Kisco AA (vr)

Tuesday, January 13

9:15 am Play Care NEXT Sunday, January 18
10:00 am Worship -

7:30 pm AA (cH) Rev. Doug Cunningham preaching crsvoutube)
11:15 am Sunday Fellowship

Wednesday. January 14 11:15-11:45 am Choir Rehearsal

9:15 am Play Care 7:30 pm AA cH)

7:30 pm Boy Scouts Troop 2 (cH)



Rev. Robert (Bob) Walker

Bob is a retired United Methodist clergyperson and a teacher at Sing Sing Correctional Facility
for Rising Hope, a voluntary organization that provides college-level education for persons in
prison. Since 2022, he has been the Coordinator of the Sing Sing program. He is also a writer
in the field of spirituality and religion, and has published more than 20 books in this field,
including "Politically Correct Parables" and "The Jesus I Knew.” He is a graduate of Perkins
School of Theology/SMU with a Master of Theology degree and of Yale University Divinity
School with a Master of Sacred Theology degree. He has served as pastor of Darien (CT)
UMC, First Church of Round Hill (Greenwich, CT), Memorial UMC (White Plains, NY) and
the United Methodist Church of New Canaan (CT).

Bob is an avid rower and loves to hike. He experiences walking/hiking as a spiritual practice
and walks every day. His love of hiking was kindled while growing up in Albuquerque, NM
where he hiked in the Sandia and Sangre de Cristo mountains as a Boy Scout. He has traveled
the world on treks to Machu Picchu, Everest Base Camp, Iceland, the Monte Rosa circuit in
the Swiss and Italian Alps. In 2019, he walked the last 140 miles of the El Camino de Santiago
pilgrimage route in Northern Spain.



