
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

December 14, 2025 • 10:00 am  

All Are Welcome 

The First Congregational Church  
Chappaqua, New York 

United Church of Christ 
 

An Open and Affirming Church 

Bible Stories Live! 

Third 
Sunday 

in  
Advent 



Our Mission Statement 
“With open hands and open hearts, we care for each other and the wider world through prayer, connections  
and compassion.  We are compelled by our faith to follow in the path of Jesus Christ, by both listening to  

and spreading God’s love to all people.” 
 

Our Vision Statement 
“In living our faith and guided by the teachings of Jesus Christ, we seek to be known as an open and safe place  

of peaceful reflection and tolerant dialogue.  We also seek to lead our community as a voice of hope  
to foster individual and social compassion.” 

First Congregational Church ● 210 Orchard Ridge Road, Chappaqua, NY  10514 ● (914) 238-4411 

office@fcc-chappaqua.org ● fcc-chappaqua.org 
 

FCC Office hours are Monday-Friday from 9:00 am-3:30 pm 
 

If you have a pastoral emergency, please contact Pastor Siobhan at 917-892-8521 
 

Find us on YouTube: @fccchappaqua7354 and Facebook: fcc-chappaqua.org 

Welcome to FCC — We’re So Glad You’re Here 
 

“All Are Welcome” isn’t just a slogan - it’s how we live. Whether you’re grounded in faith  
or full of questions…Young or old, neuro-diverse or otherly-abled.…Whatever your race,  
ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity, political views, marital status, income level, or 

background - You can belong here. We believe every person is a child of God, and every voice is essential to who 
we are as a family of faith. 
 
Maybe you’ve gone to church your whole life - or maybe this is your very first time in a place like this. 
Either way, we’re grateful you’re here. It takes courage to show up, especially if church has ever felt like a place  
of hurt, judgment, or confusion. We hope this community feels different. As a congregation of the United 
Church of Christ, we’re rooted in a rich history of Christian faith and justice. 
 
As a church, we seek to follow Jesus and explore what that means in today’s changing world. Wherever you  
are on your spiritual journey—curious, committed, cautious, or questioning—we’re grateful you’re here to grow  
with us. 
 
If you're worshiping in person for the first time, we invite you to fill out a Visitor Card. 
Prayer requests can also be written and handed to an usher. 
 
Worshiping online? Have a question or want to get more involved? 
Pastor Siobhan would love to hear from you at pastorsiobhan@fcc-chappaqua.org. 
To receive our weekly Thursday’s Word newsletter, contact office@fcc-chappaqua.org. 
 
And yes, children are joyfully welcome in worship! 
Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me… for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs” (Mark 10:14). 
We believe children aren’t just the future of the church—they help reveal the heart of God right now. Their  
voices, questions, wiggles, giggles—and yes, even cries or joyful shouts—are welcome here. We celebrate the  
life they bring, even when it doesn’t follow the script. Children are invited to receive communion or a blessing 
and may also join our Sunday School program (September–June), if families choose. For more information you can 
reach our Director of Christian Education Jonathan Riedel at ce@fcc-chappaqua.org 
 
We hope you feel at home, for truly your presence is a blessing to us. 
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First Congregational Church 
Sunday, December 14, 2025 ● 10:00 am ● Third Sunday of  Advent 

 
 
 

Prelude                                            Noel IX (sur les flutes)                 -DAQUIN 

 
 

Processional Hymn No. 119 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  (verse 1 & 4)                 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel 
that mourns in lonely exile here,  

until the Son of God appear. 
 

Refrain: Rejoice, rejoice! 
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 
O come, Desire of nations, bind 

all peoples in one heart and mind; 
bid envy, strife and quarrels cease; 

fill the whole world with heaven's peace. (Refrain)  
 

Welcome 
 
Hymn No. 128                   One Candle Is Lit (verse 3)             -CRADLE SONG 

Come, festively sing while awaiting the birth, 
join angels in dancing from heaven to earth. 

Wave banners of good news, lift high thankful praise. 
One candle is lit for the joy of these days 

 

 Lighting the Advent Candle – The Candle of Joy 
 The Kirby Family - Erin, Rob, James and Maddie 

 
 One: In this season of waiting, we can do so with great joy! This is a time to anticipate good 

 things! 

   All: Our souls magnify the Lord.  We reflect God's beauty and delight. Our spirits rejoice    

 in God who loves us and makes us whole. 

 One: Last week, we lit the candles of Hope and Peace, small lights to burn brightly in our hearts.      

 Today we light with them the candle of Joy, its color is cheerful and unique. May we revel in 

 the sparks of wisdom, creativity, curiosity, and play that God inspires. 
 

(Light the first two candles - Hope and Peace - then light pink candle - Joy) 
 

  One: Surely, we are blessed, for the Mighty One has done great things for us. 

    All: Holy is God's Joy, the Joy of Christ, and the Joy of the Spirit. May Joy be upon us! 
  

  
 
 
  
 



Invocation                                  Jonathan Riedel 
Gracious God, creator of wonder, beauty, and bliss, open our hearts to your joy! Be with us now 

and welcome us in! We long to laugh with you, sing with you, share stories with you. We long to 

hear your riddles, delight in your wisdom, and come to life with your dancing! Fill us with your 

Spirit as we pray the prayer that Jesus taught us...  

 
Unison Lord’s Prayer (using debts):  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts 
as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen  
 

 
Invitation to Confession: 

     One: Nothing hinders joy like a heavy heart. The guilt over our wrongs, the worry over our 

mistakes, the anger over our grudges.  But when we are honest about our errors and the pain they 

have caused, we can begin to heal that pain and relieve the weight we feel. We can apologize and 

forgive, and in return, be forgiven.  

 
Unison Prayer of Confession: 
All: Holy God, we confess that we do not always live as people of Joy. We hide from the 

light, we skip the path of healing, we cover our ears to the cries of others.  We choose to 

be right, when we could choose to love. Forgive us. Help us to make things whole.  Free 

our hearts to be joyful now - for ourselves, for others, and for the world. Amen. 
 
 

A Moment for Silence and Personal Prayer 

 
Words of Assurance (responsively): 
    One: God's mercy knows no bounds and God's hope is endless.  Let God's forgiveness fill you   

    and be you joyful once more. 

      All: Praise be to God! We are forgiven! Hallelujah! 

 
Passing of Christ’s Peace (responsively): 

    One: With joy in our hearts, let us now greet one another - both in person and virtually - and 

    pass our tidings of peace. May the peace of Christ be with you! 

      All: And also with you! 
 
 



Scripture: The Gospel of Luke 1:39-56 
In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, where she  
entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the 
child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud 
cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why has this 
happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For as soon as I heard the sound of 
your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. And blessed is she who believed that there 
would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.” And Mary said, “My soul  
magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has looked with favor on the 
lowly state of his servant. Surely from now on all generations will call me blessed, for the Mighty 
One has done great things for me, and holy is his name; indeed, his mercy is for those who (obey) 
him from generation to generation. He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the 
proud in the imagination of their hearts. He has brought down the powerful from their thrones 
and lifted up the lowly; he has filled the hungry with good things and sent the rich away empty. 
He has come to the aid of his child Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, according to the promise 
he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” And Mary remained with 
her about three months and then returned to her home. 
 

    One:  The word of God for the people of God 
      All:  Thanks be to God 

 

Bible Stories Live! 
An Advent Play 

 
Hymn No. 167       Go, Tell It on the Mountain        

Refrain: Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere; 
go, tell it on the mountain, that Jesus Christ is born. 

 

 While shepherds kept their watching o’er silent flocks by night, 
Behold throughout the heavens there shone a holy light.  (Refrain) 

 

The shepherds feared and trembled, when lo! above the earth, 
Rang out the angel chorus that hailed the Savior’s birth. (Refrain) 

 

 Down in a lowly manger the humble Christ was born, 
And God sent us salvation that blessed Christmas morn. (Refrain) 

  
 
Our Christmas Prayer 
 
Announcements 
 

The Offering 
   Call to Offering 
   Offertory Anthem            Carol of the Bells                                        -LEONTOVICH 

 
  

            



Doxology      Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow 
     Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

    Praise God, all creatures here below; 
     Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts; 

     Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

Unison Prayer of Dedication: 
All: Holy God, as we offer these gifts, we offer our lives as well. We offer our work.  We  
offer our laughter. We offer our open arms. Receive what we bring and use it to kindle 
your light. Through our giving, may joy fill the homes and the streets of  this world. In this 
season and always, Amen.  
 
 

Closing Hymn No. 149  Angels, from the Realms of Glory  
 Angels, from the realms of glory, wing your flight o’er all the earth; 

You who sang creation’s story, now proclaim Messiah’s birth: 
  

Refrain: Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the new born King. 
  

Shepherds, in the fields abiding, watching o’er your flocks by night, 
God with us is now residing, yonder shines the infant light: (Refrain) 

  

Sages, leave your contemplations brighter visions beam afar; 
seek the great Desire of nations, you have seen the natal star: (Refrain) 

  

Saints before the altar bending, watching long in hope and fear, 
suddenly the Lord, descending, here among us shall appear: (Refrain) 

  

 
Benediction  
      
Postlude                   Noel Suisse                                          -DAQUIN 

 
 
 

 
 
 

We thank all who have participated in our morning worship service and in the auxiliary functions. 
 

• Nancy Roche our Host Deacon  
 

• Erin Kirby is our Liturgist  
 

• Jon Russell and Jim Colby are our Ushers 
 

• Caitlin Blasdell is Hosting Sunday Fellowship 
 
 

Please join us for coffee/snacks and fellowship in the Centennial Hall following worship. 

 



Calendar 

Key: Centennial  Hall (CH); Choir Room (CR); Classroom (CL); 
Kitchen (K); Library (L); Memorial Room, (MR); Play Care (PC); 
Sanctuary (S) 

Tuesday, December 16 
  9:15 am Play Care  
  1:00 pm All Staff Meeting (MR) 
  7:30 pm AA (CH) 

Thursday, December 18 
 

  9:15 am Play Care  
  7:30 pm AA (CH) 

Saturday, December 20 
  

10:00 am-4:00 pm Christmas Tree Sale 
  7:30 pm Mt. Kisco AA (MR) 

 

NEXT Sunday, December 21 
Fourth Sunday in Advent 
 

10:00 am Worship  (S/YouTube) 
11:00 am-4:00 pm Christmas Tree Sale 
11:15 - 11:45 am Choir Rehearsal 
11:15 am Sunday Fellowship (CH)  

7:00 pm AA (CH) 
  

Friday, December 19 
 

  9:15 am Play Care 
  7:30 pm AA (CH) 

TODAY Sunday, December 14 
Third Sunday of Advent 
Cookie Walk 
Christmas Market 
 

10:00 am Worship - Bible Stories Live! (S/YouTube) 
11:00 - 4:00 pm Christmas Tree Sale 
11:15 - 11:45 am Choir Rehearsal 
11:15 am Sunday Fellowship (CH)  

 4:30-9:30 pm AA Holiday Party (CH) 

Monday, December 15 
  9:15 am Play Care  
  7:30 pm Trustees Meeting (zoom) 

Wednesday, December 17 
 

  9:00-5:00 pm LPO Kitchen Rental (K) 

  9:15 am Play Care  
  7:30 pm Boy Scouts Troop 2 (CH) 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Christmas Tree Sales -  Saturdays 10:00 am-4:00 pm    •   Sundays 11:00 am-4:00 pm 
(open every weekend until we sell out) 
 

Cookie Walk— TODAY, Sunday, December 14 following worship. The Cookie Walk 
is the tastiest Fun-draiser of the season.  Proceeds for the CE project: #TeamTrees 
 

Christmas Eve Service 
     5:00 pm  Family Service - Bring the kids! Halos and joy for all! 
 



The cost is $20.00 per plant. Enclosed is my check for $_______.  
Please make checks payable to First Congregational Church  

with Poinsettia in the memo line 
 

 To be included in the bulletin, please return this form to the  
main office no later than Monday, December 15. 

Poinsettias always add grace and color to FCC at Christmas time.  
Then, when shared with church members who are not able to  

join us for worship, they become an ongoing gift. 
 

I would like ________Poinsettias. 
 

Graciously Donated by __________________________________________________________________      

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY: 

In Loving Memory of__________________________________________________________________________  

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

In Honor of_____________________________________________________________________  

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

In Gratitude of_________________________________________________________  

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

In Celebration of_______________________________________________________  

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Order 

Your Poinsettias! 

We are in the season of giving thanks! 
 

Christmas is the time to recognize the special people and 
events that make you smile, warm your heart and make 

your days a pleasure. 

❑ I will pick up my poinsettia(s) on Wednesday, December 24 after the 5:00 
pm Christmas Eve service 

 

❑ I will take a poinsettia to someone 


