
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

November 30, 2025 • 10:00 am  

All Are Welcome 

The First Congregational Church  
Chappaqua, New York 

United Church of Christ 
 

An Open and Affirming Church 

"Hurry Up And Wait"  

First 
Sunday 

in  
Advent 



Our Mission Statement 
“With open hands and open hearts, we care for each other and the wider world through prayer, connections  
and compassion.  We are compelled by our faith to follow in the path of Jesus Christ, by both listening to  

and spreading God’s love to all people.” 
 

Our Vision Statement 
“In living our faith and guided by the teachings of Jesus Christ, we seek to be known as an open and safe place  

of peaceful reflection and tolerant dialogue.  We also seek to lead our community as a voice of hope  
to foster individual and social compassion.” 

First Congregational Church ● 210 Orchard Ridge Road, Chappaqua, NY  10514 ● (914) 238-4411 

office@fcc-chappaqua.org ● fcc-chappaqua.org 
 

FCC Office hours are Monday-Friday from 9:00 am-3:30 pm 
 

If you have a pastoral emergency, please contact Pastor Siobhan at 917-892-8521 
 

Find us on YouTube: @fccchappaqua7354 and Facebook: fcc-chappaqua.org 

Welcome to FCC — We’re So Glad You’re Here 
 

“All Are Welcome” isn’t just a slogan - it’s how we live. Whether you’re grounded in faith  
or full of questions…Young or old, neuro-diverse or otherly-abled.…Whatever your race,  
ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity, political views, marital status, income level, or 

background - You can belong here. We believe every person is a child of God, and every voice is essential to who 
we are as a family of faith. 
 
Maybe you’ve gone to church your whole life - or maybe this is your very first time in a place like this. 
Either way, we’re grateful you’re here. It takes courage to show up, especially if church has ever felt like a place  
of hurt, judgment, or confusion. We hope this community feels different. As a congregation of the United 
Church of Christ, we’re rooted in a rich history of Christian faith and justice. 
 
As a church, we seek to follow Jesus and explore what that means in today’s changing world. Wherever you  
are on your spiritual journey—curious, committed, cautious, or questioning—we’re grateful you’re here to grow  
with us. 
 
If you're worshiping in person for the first time, we invite you to fill out a Visitor Card. 
Prayer requests can also be written and handed to an usher. 
 
Worshiping online? Have a question or want to get more involved? 
Pastor Siobhan would love to hear from you at pastorsiobhan@fcc-chappaqua.org. 
To receive our weekly Thursday’s Word newsletter, contact office@fcc-chappaqua.org. 
 
And yes, children are joyfully welcome in worship! 
Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me… for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs” (Mark 10:14). 
We believe children aren’t just the future of the church—they help reveal the heart of God right now. Their  
voices, questions, wiggles, giggles—and yes, even cries or joyful shouts—are welcome here. We celebrate the  
life they bring, even when it doesn’t follow the script. Children are invited to receive communion or a blessing 
and may also join our Sunday School program (September–June), if families choose. For more information you can 
reach our Director of Christian Education Jonathan Riedel at ce@fcc-chappaqua.org 
 
We hope you feel at home, for truly your presence is a blessing to us. 
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First Congregational Church 
Sunday, November 30, 2025 ● 10:00 am ● First Sunday of  Advent 

 
 
 

Prelude                                     Carol of the Manger                    -WOOD 

 
 

Processional Hymn No. 119 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel                  

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel 
that mourns in lonely exile here,  

until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice, rejoice! 

Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 
 

Welcome 
 
Youth Message                          Jonathan Riedel 

 
Hymn No. 128            One Candle Is Lit (verse 1)        

Come surely, Lord Jesus, as dawn follows night, 
our hearts long to greet you, as roses, the light. 

Salvation, draw near us, our vision engage, 
One candle is lit for the hope of the age. 

 
 

Lighting The Advent Wreath – The Candle of Hope 
The Bernesser Family - Jonathan, Nicole & Brighton 

 
    One: In this season when the days grow shorter and the nights stretch long, we gather to  

    remember a truth deeper than darkness: God’s light is on the way. 
      All: We come with hope—some of  it bold, some of  it fragile—trusting that God meets   
    us right where we are. 
    One: Advent begins with a promise: that no matter how weary the world becomes, God is still at 
    work—quietly, steadily, lovingly—bringing about renewal, justice, and joy. 
      All: We are here to watch for that light, to nurture hope in our hearts, and to look for 
    signs of  God’s presence among us. 
     (The lighting of  the first Advent candle.) 
    One: Today we light the first candle of  Advent—the candle of  Hope. Its small flame reminds us 
    that hope doesn’t always begin big or bright. Often, it starts as a spark - a longing, a  
    prayer, a brave decision to trust that God is not done with us yet. 
      All: As this light grows, may hope grow within us—steadfast and strong, gentle and 
    persistent, guiding our steps as we wait for Christ. 
    One: Come, let us worship the God who brings light into every shadow, and who teaches us 
    again and again to hope. 
      All: We offer our thanks and praise.  

  

  



 

Invocation                                  Pastor Siobhan 
Holy God, as Advent begins, we turn our hearts toward you. In the midst of  busy schedules,  
unfinished lists, and a world aching for peace, we pause now to breathe in your presence. Let this 
be a moment of  grounding—a place where hope can rise again. Through our worship today, stir 
in us an openness to your Spirit, spark our imaginations, and ready us for the small and surprising 
ways your light breaks into our lives. Meet us here Emmanuel. As we wait expectantly let us  
continue to pray the words that Jesus taught us to pray…  

 
Unison Lord’s Prayer (using debts):  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts 
as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen  
 

 
Invitation to Confession: 
     One: Advent invites us not just to wait—but to wait with honesty. Hope grows best in hearts 
that make room for it, and sometimes that means telling the truth about the places where we feel 
stretched thin, the moments we’ve fallen short, and the habits that keep us from loving well. 
We do not confess to feel shame; we confess because God is already leaning toward us with grace. 
So let us come to God with open hearts, trusting the One who meets us with compassion and 
who makes all things new. 
 
 

Unison Prayer of Confession: 
All: God of  Hope, we confess that we do not always live as people of  expectation. We 
grow impatient in our waiting, discouraged by the world’s pain, and distracted by all that 
demands our attention. Forgive us for the ways we lose sight of  your promise. Light your 
hope within us again. Renew us, O God, that we may watch for your coming and join you 
in the work of  healing and peace. Amen. 
 
 

A Moment for Silence and Personal Prayer 

 
Words of Assurance (responsively): 
     One: Beloved of  God, the light shines, the darkness does not overcome it. 
    In Christ, we are forgiven—and hope is ours again. 
      All: Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 
 
Passing of Christ’s Peace (responsively): 

    One: With gratitude and love, let us now greet each other – either in person or virtually -  
    and pass our tidings of peace. May the peace of Christ be with you! 
      All: And also with you! 
 
 



Scripture 
The Gospel of Matthew 24:36-44 
 “But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the  
Father only. As were the days of Noah, so will be the coming of the Son of man. For as in those 
days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day 
when Noah entered the ark, and they did not know until the flood came and swept them all away, 
so will be the coming of the Son of man. Then two men will be in the field; one is taken and one 
is left. Two women will be grinding at the mill; one is taken and one is left. Watch therefore, for 
you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. But know this, that if the householder had 
known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have watched and would not have 
let his house be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready; for the Son of man is coming at 
an hour you do not expect.  

 
 

Sermon                                "Hurry Up And Wait"                         Rev. Siobhan Sargent 
 
Our Christmas Prayer 
 
Announcements 
 

The Offering 
   Call to Offering 
   Offertory Anthem            Soon and Very Soon                                   -CROUCH 

 

Doxology      Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow 
     Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

    Praise God, all creatures here below; 
     Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts; 

     Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

Unison Prayer of Dedication: 
All: Holy God, as we offer these gifts, we offer our lives as well. Receive what we bring, 
and use it to kindle your light in this world. Through our giving, may your peace take root, 
may your joy grow deep, and may your love find room to flourish. In this season and  
always, Amen. 
 

  

            
 
 

 



Closing Hymn No. 142                  People Look East         
People, look east. The time is near  

of  the crowning of  the year. 
Make your house fair as you are able, 

trim the hearth and set the table. 
 

Refrain: People, look east and sing today: 
Love, the guest, is on the way. 

 

Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare, 
one more seed is planted there: 

Give up your strength the seed to nourish, 
that in course the flower may flourish. (Refrain) 

 

Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim 
one more light the bowl shall brim, 
shining beyond the frosty weather, 

bright as sun and moon together. (Refrain) 
 

 
Benediction  
      
Postlude                   Sussex Carol                                           -WOOD 

 
 
 
 
 

We thank all who have participated in our morning worship service and in the auxiliary functions. 
 

• Nancy Roche our Host Deacon  
 

• Esther Gates is our Liturgist  
 

• Carl Thorsberg is our Ushers 
 

• Hospitality Committee is Hosting Sunday Fellowship 
 
 

Please join us for coffee/snacks and fellowship in the Centennial Hall following worship. 



Calendar 

Key: Centennial  Hall (CH); Choir Room (CR); Classroom (CL); 
Kitchen (K); Library (L); Memorial Room, (MR); Play Care (PC); 
Sanctuary (S) 

Tuesday, December 2 
  9:15 am Play Care  
  9:30 am LPO Kitchen Rental (K) 
  1:00 pm All Staff Meeting (MR) 
  7:30 pm AA (CH) 

Thursday, December 4 
 

  9:15 am Play Care  
  7:15 pm Choir Rehearsal (CR) 

  7:30 pm AA (CH) 

 

Saturday, December 6 
  

10:00 - 12:00 pm Breakfast with Santa (CH,MR) 

10:00 am-4:00 pm Christmas Tree Sale 
10:00 - 2:00 pm Holiday Market (CH) 
  7:30 pm Mt. Kisco AA (MR) 

 

NEXT Sunday, December 7 
Advent Workshop 
Second Sunday in Advent 
Luke’s Pantry 
 

10:00 am Worship w/ Communion  
     (S/YouTube) 
11:00 am-4:00 pm Christmas Tree Sale 
11:15 am Sunday Fellowship (CH)  

5:00 pm Hank Miller Memorial Service 
7:00 pm AA (CH) 
  

Friday, December 5 
 

  9:15 am Play Care 
1:30 pm Decorate the Sanctuary 
  7:30 pm AA (CH) 
   

TODAY Sunday, November 30 
First Sunday of Advent 
 

10:00 am Worship - Pastor Siobhan preaching 
      (S/YouTube) 
11:00 - 4:00 pm Christmas Tree Sale 
11:15 am Sunday Fellowship (CH)  

  7:30 pm AA (CH) 

Monday, December 1 
   

  9:15 am Play Care  
 

Wednesday, December 3 
 

  9:00-5:00 pm LPO Kitchen Rental (K) 

  9:15 am Play Care  
  7:30 pm Boy Scouts Troop 2 (CH) 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Christmas Tree Sales - starting Friday, November 28 from 10:00 am—4:00 pm  
(open every weekend until we sell out) 
      Saturdays 10:00 am-4:00 pm    •   Sundays 11:00 am-4:00 pm 
 
Christmas Market—A collection of beautiful Christmas items and décor for sale 
      Friday, December 5 from 5-7 pm  &  Saturday, December 6 from 10am—2pm 
 
Breakfast with Santa—Saturday, December 6 from 10am –12pm, $5 per person 
 
Ornament Swap -  Annual Women’s Fellowship event.  All are Welcome! 
      Wednesday, December 10, starting with dinner at 6:00 pm, at FCC in the Memorial 
Room.  Please bring an ornament to swap and an appetizer or dessert. 
 

Advent Workshop / Carol Sing / Tree Trimming / Christmas Market 
 Please join us on Sunday, December 7 following worship for a craft-making 
event for all ages, sponsored by the Board of Faith Formation. We will also have a  
carol sing, tree trimming of our Centennial Hall tree and shopping at the Christmas 
Market on the stage. 
  
Community Dinner— Saturday, December 13, 4:00 - 6:00 pm  
Please join us for this free community dinner. 
 
Bible Stories Live! An Advent Play—Sunday, December 14 during Worship.  
Would your children like to participate?  Contact Jonathan at: jondavrie@hotmail.com 
or 718-781-8159 
 
Cookie Walk—Sunday, December 14 following worship. The Cookie Walk is the  
tastiest Fun-draiser of the season.  If you would like to bake, please bring your baked 
goods to the Church on or before the 14th.  Proceeds for the CE project: #TeamTrees 
 

Christmas Eve Service 
     5:00 pm  Family Service - Bring the kids! Halos and joy for all! 
 

Poinsettias  - Order forms are in the bulletin, the Narthex and the church office. 
We are in the season of giving thanks! Christmas is the time to recognize the special 
people and events that make you smile and warm your heart . Consider purchasing a 
poinsettia in loving memory, in honor, in gratitude or in celebration of a loved one.  



The cost is $20.00 per plant. Enclosed is my check for $_______.  
Please make checks payable to First Congregational Church  

with Poinsettia in the memo line 
 

 To be included in the bulletin, please return this form to the  
main office no later than Monday, December 15. 

Poinsettias always add grace and color to FCC at Christmas time.  
Then, when shared with church members who are not able to  

join us for worship, they become an ongoing gift. 
 

I would like ________Poinsettias. 
 

Graciously Donated by __________________________________________________________________      

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY: 

In Loving Memory of__________________________________________________________________________  

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

In Honor of_____________________________________________________________________  

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

In Gratitude of_________________________________________________________  

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

In Celebration of_______________________________________________________  

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Order 

Your Poinsettias! 

We are in the season of giving thanks! 
 

Christmas is the time to recognize the special people and 
events that make you smile, warm your heart and make 

your days a pleasure. 

❑ I will pick up my poinsettia(s) on Wednesday, December 24 after the 5:00 
pm Christmas Eve service 

 

❑ I will take a poinsettia to someone 


