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We had a great Annual Meeting. There was a lot of positive energy and celebration of 
those who have chosen to help lead our Church community over the next several 
years. Deepest thanks to all who said “yes”! There was also sadness at my voicing that 
this would be my last Annual Meeting as FCC’s Senior Minister and I was deeply 
touched by the reaction to that statement. Astrid Quish summarized what I said for the 
Minutes of the Meeting: “FCC has led by example and has been an important part of 
the community.  FCC has given hope by showing individual and social compassion.  
Now it is time for the FCC Congregation to boldly go forward in search for a new  
pastor and to welcome the change.” Her summary was right on! 
     Jim Colby, Chair of the Search Committee, presented a survey that the NY  
Conference of the UCC, asks all of its churches who are embarking on a search, to 
complete. What I found interesting about that survey, was the reaction of people to 
some of the questions. Many could not understand how we, an Open and Affirming 
Congregation, who called me as your Senior Minister, could be asked if we would be 
willing to call someone who was gay, otherly abled, or of a different culture, etc.  
     I think what some of us don’t understand, is that even in NY State, there are UCC 
Churches who would never call an openly LGBTQUIA person. There are those who 
would not consider calling a woman or someone whose skin-color or culture is  
different from the majority of the members of that church. Sometimes, it feels to me 
like we are in a bubble of sorts, in that we don’t (or can’t) understand how a church 
that says it is God’s home, would discriminate against anyone who is not from the 
dominant white male part of our society.  
     To give you an example, Rev. Dr. Marsha Williams, our soon-to-be new NY  
Conference Minister (to be voted on this coming Saturday), is an African-American 
same gender loving, person. I serve on the Personnel Committee for the NY  
Conference. About two years ago, Marsha described to our Committee, what it felt  
like driving along a dark road in upsate New York and coming across a confederate 
flag displayed right near a church she was supposed to visit. We could only begin to 
imagine how scary that was for her.  
     So, if you are concerned about FCC being asked questions that give you pause, 
please don’t take it personally – this is one way for our Conference to help those 
churches who do not see that their church family can grow and benefit from someone 
who looks different or is other than they are. It also helps the Conference Staff to help 
those churches to open their hearts and minds in a new and different way, just as FCC 
did when this church passed our Open and Affirming Statement 13 years ago. This  
survey is but one of the tools the NY Conference will be using to help our Search 
Committee find the next Pastor for FCC. Please do trust God, trust the process and 
trust yourselves! God is already working through each one of you! 
    This month starts Lent! It is so early this year! Easter is the last Sunday in March 
when it is still winter outside!!!! The clocks will not yet have moved ahead and it will   
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still be rather dark and cold at sunrise! So, the Deacons will be discussing the best 
way to welcome in Easter morning while being mindful of the coldness of the early 
morning.  
     In the meantime, let us not rush through Lent – let us pause and take the time  
to think about the journey Jesus took for us. Let us pause and take the time to be  
in prayer and meditation each day of Lent, as we look towards what the future will  
be at FCC. Use the Lenten booklet “Practicing Lent” to help guide you. Behold  
God is doing something new here! Can you perceive it? The Spirit is continuing to 
blow through our hallways and in our Sanctuary with ongoing hope and a renewed 
vision. What that vision is, is yet to be revealed to us, but it is coming through God’s 
Spirit working through each one of us. Please consider taking 20 minutes every 
Wednesday during Lent and join us at noon in the Sanctuary or online for our  
Lenten service of prayers, music and a brief reflection. God is doing something new! 
     Our Outside the Box Task Force (OTBTF) met this past Sunday and heard  
some interesting ideas from members of our Church. We will be pursuing several  
of them and will have news for you in the coming months as we listen for God’s 
Spirit guiding us. Even though the Congregation approved withdrawing $274k  
from our endowment to cover our shortfall this year, as we know, that is not a  
sustainable model. It is about a 16% withdrawal. There needs to be a seismic  
shift in our financial picture in order for this Congregation to continue to thrive in 
this community for another hundred years. That is why the OTBTF is working to  
see how we can best maximize what we have, while also maintaining the integrity  
of our Church.  
     There is much going on and we need to continue to do the work that God has 
called us to do to serve others and support each other. Our children will be telling  
us what their Mission focus is going to be at our February 11 worship service. Their 
Bible Stories Live! presentation during worship will lead us into helping them achieve 
their goal for 2024. We will begin by helping to support that goal through baking and 
buying cookies at our first “Cookie Walk” bake sale.  Please bake and bring Valentine 
themed cookies to help provide items for sale, and then, buy a “box” for $10 and 
sample the yummy cookies others have brought for the sale! We have some terrific 
bakers, so this should be a yummy sale. Most importantly, it will help out youth to 
know that we value what they see as an important part of their  
being a part of our Church family.  
     Most of us don’t like change, including me. As I reminded us at the Annual  
Meeting, God is in change. We see God everyday, but don’t always recognize that  
it is God, except perhaps when someone points God out to us! God is continuing  
to do something new and our job is to be open to that Spirit that pushes us to 
change. Change is scary but change also brings growth and renewed spirit especially 
when we remember that God is a part of that change. God is continuing to work 
through us and will bring us to a new and wonderful place. 
 
Blessings and love, 
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C H U R C H  S C H O O L   

Dear Members, 
     At the Annual Meeting, the Search Committee introduced the FCC Chappaqua Welcoming Diversity  
Inventory, a survey that asks for your participation, anonymously, which is a required step in the early process  
of preparing for the search for our new Pastor. We ask that you complete this survey, on-line, at your earliest 
convenience. A link and QR code is provided below (either one may be used) for those who were not at the 
meeting, but the contents of the survey are the same as shown to the meeting attendees. As an Open and  
Affirming congregation since January of 2013, this survey has an orientation in support of this designation.  
We are being guided in this process by the Rev. Gary Ferner, Associate Conference Minister for Search and  
Call UCCNY, who has put this survey in our hands. As you open the link, you will see a message from  
Rev. Gary more fully explaining what the basis for this survey is. 
     We  thank you for your participation and the Committee will do our best to serve the needs of FCC  
Chappaqua as we move forward on this most important mission. 
 

Jim Colby – Committee Chair 
Jamescolby17@yahoo.com 
                                                                                                                                         

                          https://forms.office.com/r/YUFWenNtqF    OR 

Happy February, everyone! 
 
Wow! We have a big day coming up this month.  The children and I are so excited to  
officially announce the theme of our Mission Project for this year!  We will be ringing 
in this announcement with our next Bible Stories Live! production on Sunday, February 
11.  AND we will have our Valentine’s Day cookie walk on the 11th to raise money for  
said mission project. So come hungry!!! 
 

Our lessons through January have revolved around calls of the Spirit and being good stewards of the planet. 
These themes will certainly carry us into our mission work this month and all year round! We hope you are so 
moved to join us in these meditations and this work! 
 
Best wishes to all for a beautiful wintery season. And Happy Valentine’s Day! 
 
With blessings,   
Jonathan Riedel 
Christian Education Director 
ce@fcc-chappaqua.org 

S E A R C H  C O M M I T T E E  S U R V E Y  

B I B L E  S T O R I E S  L I V E !  -  F E B R UA RY  1 1  
Join us for Bible Stories Live!  

and a Valentine’s Day themed Cookie walk.  
 

Donation of  cookies needed, please. 
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Adults     

  2  Dru Welburn 
  5  Alison Lombardo 
  5  Jane Smalley 
  5  Austin Tobin 
  9  Susan Castellano 
10 Ginny Bender 
10  Christa Lange 
16  Jack Dillane  

17 Berlynn Weissner  
18 Jonathan Riedel  
20  Betsy Jones 
22  Sarah Beyler 
22 Sue Hacker 
23  Stephen Hotchkin   
24  Cooper Swenson   
25  Kimberly Carey 
26  Rob Quish 
 

Youth 
  4  Elizabeth Riedel         age 9 
  8  Caroline Morton         age 17 
 

 F E B RUA RY  B I RT H DA Y S       H A P P Y  B I R T H D AY  T O  A L L  !                                

Sunday, February 4 bring your non-perishable food donations to church to help the Community Center of 
Northern Westchester.  They will be blessed during Worship. Thank you! 

● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ●  

Ash Wednesday - February 14 
There will be an Ash Wednesday service at Noon. Please join us in the Sanctuary or online. 
Ashes will be impositioned during this service. If you are unable to attend, but would like to 
receive ashes, please be in touch with Rev. Martha directly and she will arrange a time with you. 

 
Lenten Meditation Noon Services - Please join us in the Sanctuary or online.  

Wednesdays, February 21, 28; March 6, 13, 20 at 12:00 pm  
 
Practicing Lent booklet will be our Lenten guide this year. Here is the link. Hardcopies 
will be available in the Narthex on February 11.  

 

Join us on the Thursday, February 15 from 11-11:45 am as we catch up with everyone 
who joins us. It is the same link that we used previously: https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/100763441. If you wish to call in, the phone number is: 1-646-558-8656; Meeting ID: 
100 763 441, press #, press # again (no password needed). Looking forward to seeing you.  

L A D I E S ’  V A L E N T I N E  L U N C H  -  F E B R UA R Y  1 5  

LENT BEGINS 

Join us on Thursday, February 15 at 12:30 pm in the Memorial Room.  Volunteers are 
needed:  
· to assist Barbara with meal prep and cooking beginning at 11 am 
· to setup the room for lunch at 12 pm 
· to cleanup after the luncheon (put away food, wash dishes etc) 

                     Approximate cost is $8-10 per person. Please rsvp to the main office by Monday, February 12. 

LUKE’S PANTRY 
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“With open hands 
and open hearts, we 
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through prayer, 
connections and 
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An Open and Affirming Church 
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