
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

March 19, 2023 • 10:00 am  

Fourth Sunday in Lent 

All Are Welcome 

The First Congregational Church  
Chappaqua, New York 

United Church of Christ 
 

An Open and Af irming Church 

“One Thing I Do Know Even As I Try Not to Get Distracted” 



   All are Welcome Here! 
 

This is not just a slogan. At FCC, we truly believe that all are welcome. No  
matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome to join 
us here. Whether your faith feels strong or you are in the process of searching 

and questioning, you are welcome to join us here. If you are otherly-abled, straight, gay, lesbian, 
bisexual, transgendered or questioning, you are welcome to join us here. Whether you have been 
a regular at church or have never been to church, you are welcome to join us either in person or 
virtually. We openly welcome people of all backgrounds, ages, and perspectives to join us. 
     We welcome you to journey with us on your faith path and recognize that one person’s path 
will be different than someone else’s.  As a Christian church, we encourage you to have a  
relationship with Jesus. You may believe in Jesus as your Savior, your role-model, or the good 
shepherd guiding you through life.  But, whatever your beliefs, we welcome you to join us as we 
come together virtually and in person to worship together on Sunday mornings. If you are in the 
Sanctuary with us, we encourage you to fill out the Visitor card and/or Prayer Request card and 
give it to an Usher as you depart. If you are joining us virtually and have a Prayer Request or 
would like us to be in touch with you, please feel free to email our Minister, Rev. Martha
(mjacobs@fcc-chappaqua.org). If you’d like to be added to our email list to receive our weekly 
news, Thursday’s Word, and other news about FCC, please send your email address to office@fcc-
chappaqua.org. 
 

Yes, we have children in worship with us! 
 

Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me.” Reflecting that spirit, children are always  
welcome in worship.  We strongly believe their participation in all aspects of worship helps them 
to develop their faith.  Children are invited to participate in communion or to receive a blessing 
during communion, as their parent desires.  We have Sunday School for children and youth 
(typically September through June), and all children are welcome to attend if their parents so 

Our Mission Statement 
“With open hands and open hearts, we care for each other and the wider world through  
prayer, connections and compassion.  We are compelled by our faith to follow in the path  

of Jesus Christ, by both listening to and spreading God’s love to all people.” 
 

Our Vision Statement 
“In living our faith and guided by the teachings of Jesus Christ, we seek to be known as  

an open and safe place of peaceful reflection and tolerant dialogue.  We also seek to lead our  
community as a voice of hope to foster individual and social compassion.” 

First Congregational Church ● 210 Orchard Ridge Road, Chappaqua, NY  10514 ● (914) 238-4411 
office@fcc-chappaqua.org ● www.fcc-chappaqua.org 

 

The FCC offices are open Monday-Friday from 9:00 am-3:30 pm 
In an emergency, Rev. Martha can be reached at 914-584-5469 



First Congregational Church 
Sunday, March 19, 2023 ● 10:00 am ● Fourth Sunday in Lent 

 
Prelude                                     A Morning Prelude            -GORDON YOUNG 
 

Welcome 
 

Centering Music Hymn        We Walk by Faith                    -ROBELLARD  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Call to Worship (responsively): 
    One: Create in us a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within us. 
      All: Restore to us the joy of your salvation, and sustain in us a willing spirit. 
    One: Let us hear joy and gladness; 
      All: Wash us, and we shall be made clean in heart and in spirit. Come let us  
    worship God together. 

 

Hymn No. 25     Praise to the Lord, the Almighty                     -LOBE DEN HERREN 

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, who rules all creation. 
O my soul, worship the wellspring of health and salvation.   

All ye who hear, now to God’s temple draw near 
join me in glad adoration. 

  

Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things so wondrously reigneth, 
who, as on wings of an eagle uplifted, sustaineth. 
Hast thou not seen? All that is needful hath been 

granted in what God ordaineth. 
  

Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper thy work and defend thee.  
Surely God’s goodness and mercy here daily attend thee.   

Ponder anew what the Almighty can do,  
who with great love doth befriend thee. 

  

Praise to the Lord, who doth nourish thy life and restore thee, 
fitting thee well for the tasks that are ever before thee. 

Then to thy need God as a mother doth speed,  
                   spreading the wings of grace o’er thee.    continued…. 



Praise to the Lord! O let all of earth’s peoples and races,  
all that hath life and breath, give thanks for manifold graces.  

Let the Amen sound from God’s people again.  
Gladly forever sing praises. 

 
Unison Invocation and Lord’s Prayer (using debts):  
     God of our Lenten journey, you invite us to accept the joy of serving others. May  
we feel your presence as our guide. May we embrace Jesus as our model as we seek to  
respond to people with love and acceptance. May our actions spread your love. May we  
be ever mindful of your love that is written on our hearts. We pray for these things in the 
name of Jesus, who walks beside us not only on our Lenten journey, but with every step 
we take, and who taught us to pray, saying, Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be  
thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this 
day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory for ever and ever. Amen 
 
Youth Message              Jonathan Riedel 
 
Invitation to Confession: 
     One:  When we gather together, we do so to strengthen our faith and our community.  When  
     we gather together to confess our shortcomings, we do so knowing that God’s grace is  
     infinite, and that we need only confess with our hearts and God will forgive.  Therefore,  
     let us come with open hearts and minds to confess our sins and to seek forgiveness from  
     the one who loves us more than we can ever comprehend. 
 
Unison Prayer of Confession: 
     Loving God, we confess freely that all is not well with us. We seek your encouragement 
and renewal, your forgiveness and grace. We pray for the wounds of our world and ask 
that you enable us to have restorative powers. Help us to heal injuries caused by both our 
words and our deeds. Help us to care tenderly for each other and for all people. Help us to 
find refuge in you, through Jesus Christ your Son. 
 
A Moment for Silence and Personal Prayer 
 
Words of Assurance (responsively): 
     One: To all who seek forgiveness through confession of sin and commitment to change,  
     God responds with mercy and grace. 
       All: There is no measure to the magnitude of God’s love. It goes beyond all  
     boundaries but that of grace, forgiveness and renewal of hope. Glory be to God! 
     We are forgiven! 
 
Passing of Christ’s Peace (responsively): 
    One: With gratitude and love, let us now greet each other – either in person or virtually -  
    and pass our tidings of peace. May the peace of Christ be with you! 
      All: And also with you! 



Scriptures 
Psalm 23 

The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. God makes me lie down in green pastures; God leads 
me beside still waters; God restores my soul. God leads me in right paths for God’s name's sake. 
 

Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod and 
your staff-- they comfort me. 
 

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my 
cup overflows. 
 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house  
of the Lord my whole life long. 
 

The Gospel of John 9:1-41 
As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, "Rabbi, who sinned, 
this man or his parents, that he was born blind?" 
 

Jesus answered, "Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God's works 
might be revealed in him. We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is 
coming when no one can work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world." 
 

When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud 
on the man's eyes, saying to him, "Go, wash in the pool of Siloam" (which means Sent). Then he 
went and washed and came back able to see. 
 

The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, "Is this not the man 
who used to sit and beg?" Some were saying, "It is he." Others were saying, "No, but it is  
someone like him." He kept saying, "I am the man." 
 

But they kept asking him, "Then how were your eyes opened?" 
 

He answered, "The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, 'Go to  
Siloam and wash.' Then I went and washed and received my sight." 
 

They said to him, "Where is he?" He said, "I do not know." 
 

They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 
 

Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 
 

Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, "He  
put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see." 
 

Some of the Pharisees said, "This man is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath." 
But others said, "How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?" And they were divided. 
 

So they said again to the blind man, "What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened." 
He said, "He is a prophet." 
 

The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called the 
parents of the man who had received his sight and asked them, "Is this your son, who you say was 
born blind? How then does he now see?" 
             continued…. 



His parents answered, "We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; but we do not 
know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He 
will speak for himself." 
 

His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that  
anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. Therefore his 
parents said, "He is of age; ask him." 
 

So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, "Give glory 
to God! We know that this man is a sinner." 
 

He answered, "I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was 
blind, now I see." 
 

They said to him, "What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?" 
 

He answered them, "I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear  
it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?" 
 

Then they reviled him, saying, "You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We know that 
God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from." 
 

The man answered, "Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and 
yet he opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one 
who worships him and obeys his will. Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone 
opened the eyes of a person born blind. If this man were not from God, he could do nothing." 
 

They answered him, "You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?" And they 
drove him out. 
 

Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, "Do you believe in  
the Son of Man?" 
 

He answered, "And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him." 
 

Jesus said to him, "You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he." 
 

He said, "Lord, I believe." And he worshiped him. 
 

Jesus said, "I came into this world for judgment so that those who do not see may see, and those 
who do see may become blind." 
 

Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, "Surely we are not blind, are we?" 
 

Jesus said to them, "If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, 'We see,' 
your sin remains.            
       
Hymn           Thy Word                             -THY WORD 

   Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path 
 
 
 



Sermon     “One Thing I Do Know Even As I Try Not to Get Distracted”          Rev. Martha 
 
Hymn No. 546      Amazing Grace                           -NEW BRITAIN 

Amazing Grace! How sweet the sound  
that saved a wretch like me!  

I once was lost, but now am found;  
was blind, but now I see. 

  

‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,  
and grace my fears relieved;  

how precious did that grace appear  
the hour I first believed. 

  

Through many dangers, toils, and snares,  
I have already come;  

‘tis grace that brought me safe thus far,  
and grace will lead me home. 

  

When we’ve been there ten thousand years,  
bright shining as the sun, 

 we’ve no less days to sing God’s praise  
than when we’d first begun. 

  
Prayers of Our People 
  
The Offering 
   Call to Offering 
   Offertory Anthem    Nearer, My God, to Thee            -ARR. BY DAN FORREST 

 
Doxology      Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts; 

Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

Unison Prayer of Consecration: 
          God of all mercy and abundance, we thank you for these gifts and promise to use 
them to the best of our abilities as we follow you on this Lenten path. Through the power 
of your Spirit, may these gifts be used to bring renewal and resurrection to those who 
need it most.  Amen. 



We thank all who have participated in our morning worship service and in the auxiliary functions. 
 

 • Jim Colby is our Host Deacon  
 • Bill Spade is our Liturgist 

 • Sharon Rubens is our Usher 
• Sue Hacker is hosting Sunday Fellowship 

Hymn No. 5               O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing                                  -AZMON 
O for a thousand tongues to sing my great Redeemer’s praise, 
the glories of my God and King, the triumphs of God’s grace. 

  

Jesus, the name that charms our fears, that bids our sorrows cease; 
‘tis music in the sinner’s ear, ‘tis life, and health, and peace. 

  

My loving Savior and my God, assist me to proclaim, 
to spread through all the earth abroad the honors of thy name. 

  

Glory to God and praise and love be ever, ever given 
by saints below and saints above, the church in earth and heaven. 

 
Benediction 
 
Postlude         Postlude on ‘Praise to the Lord, the Almighty’      -Arr. by Diane Bish

Red Room (Harmony in Red) (1908) Woman in a Purple Coat (1937) The Red Studio (1911) 



Calendar 

Tuesday, March 21 
 

  9:15 am Play Care  
  1:00 pm All Staff meeting (MR) 
  7:30 pm AA (CH) 

Wednesday, March 22  
Wilver away 
 

  9:15 am Play Care  
12:00 pm Lenten Meditation Service (S/YouTube) 

  3:45-6:00 pm Youth Sports class (CH) 
   7:00 pm Boy Scouts Troop 2 (CH/outside) 

Thursday, March 23 
Wilver away 
 

  9:15 am Play Care  
  9:30 am-12:00 pm Play Care gym class (CH) 

  7:30 pm AA (CH) 

Saturday, March 25 
Wilver away 
  

NEXT SUNDAY, March 26 
Choir Sunday 
 

10:00 am Worship (S/YouTube) 

11:30 am Sunday Fellowship (CH) 

 1:00-7:00 pm Mendoza rental (CH) 
 7:30 pm AA (MR) 

Friday, March 24 
Wilver away 
 

  9:15 am Play Care 

TODAY SUNDAY, March 19 
Fourth Sunday in Lent 
 

10:00 am Worship (S/YouTube) 

11:30 am Sunday Fellowship (CH) 

 3:00 pm Bingo setup (CH) 

 4:00-7:00 pm Bingo (CH) 

 7:30 pm AA (MR) 

Monday, March 20 
 

  9:15 am Play Care  
10:00 am Organ tuning (S) 
  7:30 pm Trustees meeting (Zoom) 

Lenten Meditation Noon Services 
Please join us in the Sanctuary or online  

Wednesdays, March 22 & 29 at 12:00 pm  
 

 
Henri Matisse and the Colors of Lent 
booklet is our Lenten devotional 
guide. We also have a family-
friendly devotional guide. Copies 
are available in the Narthex.   

It’s Back!  After a 
long hiatus, Choir  
Sunday will return 

to FCC on March 26th. We will feature 
the music of the “Little Giant,” Felix 
Mendelssohn-Bartholdy. Several  
anthems will be familiar to you and a 
few lesser-known anthems will be  
performed. There will also be two  
anthems performed by soprano and alto 
voices only. This is a rare opportunity 
for FCC and I truly look forward to the 
sound of both groups.  
    Please join us on Sunday March 26th 
to hear this great composer’s devotion 
of God. -Blessings, Keith Robellard 



Please make checks payable to First Congregational Church, “Easter Flowers” on memo line 
 

 To be included in the bulletin, please return this form to the main  
office no later than Friday, March 31. 

 
Please consider delivering a Lily to church members who are  

not able to join us for worship, as they become an ongoing gift. 

 

I would like _____Easter Lily ($20.00 each) 
 

I would like _____Azalea ($35.00 each) 
 

I would like _____Hydrangea ($35.00 each) 
 

Name _________________________________________________  
 
 

PLEASE PRINT 
 
In Loving Memory of ________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

In Honor of________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

In Gratitude of______________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

In Celebration of____________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Easter Flowers Order Form 
 

Easter flowers always add grace and color to FCC at Easter time.   
A time to recognize the special people and events that make you 

smile, warm your heart and make your days a pleasure. 


