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All Are Welcome

“It’s Our Actions that Matter Most”

September 25, 2022 • 10:00 am

All are Welcome Here!

This is not just a slogan. At FCC, we truly believe that all are welcome. No
matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome to join
us here. Whether your faith feels strong or you are in the process of searching
and questioning, you are welcome to join us here. If you are otherly-abled, straight, gay, lesbian,
bisexual, transgendered or questioning, you are welcome to join us here. Whether you have been
a regular at church or have never been to church, you are welcome to join us either in person or
virtually. We openly welcome people of all backgrounds, ages, and perspectives to join us.
We welcome you to journey with us on your faith path and recognize that one person’s path
will be different than someone else’s. As a Christian church, we encourage you to have a
relationship with Jesus. You may believe in Jesus as your Savior, your role-model, or the good
shepherd guiding you through life. But, whatever your beliefs, we welcome you to join us as we
come together virtually and in person to worship together on Sunday mornings. If you are in the
Sanctuary with us, we encourage you to fill out the Visitor card and/or Prayer Request card and
give it to an Usher as you depart. If you are joining us virtually and have a Prayer Request or
would like us to be in touch with you, please feel free to email our Minister (mjacobs@fccchappaqua.org). If you’d like to be added to our email list to receive our weekly news, Thursday’s
Word, and other news about FCC, please send your email address to office@fcc-chappaqua.org.
Yes, we have children in worship with us!
Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me.” Reflecting that spirit, children are always
welcome in worship. We strongly believe their participation in all aspects of worship helps them
to develop their faith. Children are invited to participate in communion or to receive a blessing
during communion, as their parent desires. We have Sunday School for children and youth
(typically September through June), and all children are welcome to attend if their parents so
choose.
Our Mission Statement
“With open hands and open hearts, we care for each other and the wider world through
prayer, connections and compassion. We are compelled by our faith to follow in the path
of Jesus Christ, by both listening to and spreading God’s love to all people.”
Our Vision Statement
“In living our faith and guided by the teachings of Jesus Christ, we seek to be known as
an open and safe place of peaceful reflection and tolerant dialogue. We also seek to lead our
community as a voice of hope to foster individual and social compassion.”

First Congregational Church ● 210 Orchard Ridge Road, Chappaqua, NY 10514 ● (914) 238-4411
office@fcc-chappaqua.org ● www.fcc-chappaqua.org
The FCC offices are open Monday-Friday from 9:00 am-3:30pm
In an emergency, Rev. Martha can be reached at 914-584-5469

First Congregational Church
Sunday September 25, 2022 ● 10:00 am
We Are Here

Prelude

-J.S. BACH

Welcome
Centering Music

Spirit of the Living God

-Daniel Iverson

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on us.
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on us.
Melt us, mold us, fill us, use us.
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on us.

Call to Worship (responsively):
One: We live in the shelter of the Most High, and say to God, "My refuge and my fortress;
my God, in whom I trust."
All: For God will cover us with God’s pinions, and under God’s wings we will find
refuge.
One: God’s faithfulness is a shield and buckler; we need not fear the terror of the night, or
the arrow that flies by day.
All: When we call, God will answer us and show us God’s salvation. Come let us
worship together.

Hymn No. 585

What a Friend We Have in Jesus

-CONVERSE

What a friend we have in Jesus, all our sins and griefs to bear!
What a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer!
Oh, what peace we often forfeit, oh, what needless pain we bear,
All because we do not carry everything to God in prayer.
Have we trials and temptations? Is there trouble anywhere?
We should never be discouraged; take it to the Lord in prayer!
Can we find a friend so faithful, who will all our sorrows share?
Jesus knows our every weakness; take it to the Lord in prayer!
Are we weak and heavy laden, cumbered with a load of care?
Precious Savior, still our refuge, take it to the Lord in prayer!
Do your friends despise, forsake you? Take it to the Lord in prayer!
In his arms he’ll take and shield you; you will find a solace there.

Unison Invocation and Lord’s Prayer (using debts):
O God, you are our light and love. You have shown us in so many ways your love
and acceptance of us. We are so grateful we can learn that what you require of us, is to
do justice, love mercy and to walk humbly with you. And, so, we walk with Jesus, who
shows us the way to unconditional love and acceptance of ourselves and each other. As
we worship today, whether here in our Sanctuary or in the sanctuary of our home, may
we feel you ever-present with us. We pray for these things in the name of Jesus, who
taught us to pray, saying, Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. thy

kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.
Youth Message
Invitation to Confession:
One: When we gather together, we do so to strengthen our faith and our community. When
we gather together to confess our shortcomings, we do so knowing that God’s grace is
infinite, and that we need only confess with our hearts and God will forgive. Therefore,
let us come with open hearts and minds to confess our sins and to seek forgiveness from
the one who loves us more than we can ever comprehend.
Unison Prayer of Confession:
Dear Jesus, help us as we try to do better. Help us to make wiser decisions and better
choices. Help us to honor all people and respect each other. Help us as we try our hardest
to follow in your footsteps. We know that we don’t always do what is right. Help us to
think before we speak or act. Help us to do everything knowing that you are watching
over us and will help us as we try to do our best. Forgive us for what we have done that is
wrong and help our hearts and minds to be open to doing better each day.
A Moment for Silence and Personal Prayer
Words of Assurance (responsively):
One: To all who seek forgiveness through confession of sin and commitment to change,
God responds with mercy and grace.
All: God loves us more than we can ever imagine. Even when we fall short of our
own expectations, God continues to amaze us at God’s ability to forgive us.
Let us believe in our hearts the good news of the Gospel, in Jesus Christ we
are forgiven.
Passing of Christ’s Peace (responsively):
One: With gratitude and love, let us now greet each other – either in person or virtually and pass our tidings of peace. May the peace of Christ be with you!
All: And also with you!
Scriptures

Micah 6:6-8
“With what shall I come before the Lord and bow myself before God on high?
Shall I come before God with burnt offerings, with calves a year old?
Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil?
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”
God has told you, O mortal, what is good, and what does the Lord require of you
but to do justice and to love kindness and to walk humbly with your God?

The Gospel of Luke 16:19-31
"There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who feasted sumptuously
every day.
And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, who longed to satisfy his
hunger with what fell from the rich man's table; even the dogs would come and lick his sores.
The poor man died and was carried away by the angels to be with Abraham. The rich man also
died and was buried.
In Hades, where he was being tormented, he looked up and saw Abraham far away with Lazarus
by his side. He called out, 'Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the tip of
his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am in agony in these flames.'

But Abraham said, 'Child, remember that during your lifetime you received your good things, and
Lazarus in like manner evil things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in agony. Besides all
this, between you and us a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who might want to pass from
here to you cannot do so, and no one can cross from there to us.'
He said, 'Then, father, I beg you to send him to my father's house – for I have five brothers – that
he may warn them, so that they will not also come into this place of torment.'
Abraham replied, 'They have Moses and the prophets; they should listen to them.'
He said, 'No, father Abraham; but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.'
He said to him, 'If they do not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will they be convinced
even if someone rises from the dead.'"
Hymn

Thy Word

-THY WORD

Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path
Sermon
Hymn 526

“It’s Our Actions that Matter Most”

The Gift of Love

Though I may speak with bravest fire,
and have the gift to all inspire,
and have not love, my words are vain,
as sounding brass, and hopeless gain.
Though I may give all I possess,
and striving so my love profess,
but not be given by love within,
the profit soon turns strangely thin.
Come, Spirit, come, our hearts control,
our spirits long to be made whole.
Let inward love guide every deed;
by this we worship, and are freed.

Rev. Martha
-THE GIFT OF LOVE

Prayers of Our People
The Offering
Call to Offering
Offertory Anthem
Doxology

Shall We Gather at the River

-ARR. BY JOHN CARTER

Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts;
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Unison Prayer of Consecration:
O God, receive these offerings as sincere affirmations of our love for all creation. No
matter where we are located, may our sense of belonging within this community of faith
be shown through our gifts of our time, talents and financial resources. We have been
given so much and seek to give back so that this church may fulfill its vision to be a voice
of hope and a place of compassion and safety for all people. Amen
Closing Hymn 261
Sweet, Sweet Spirit
-SWEET, SWEET SPIRIT
There’s a sweet, sweet Spirit in this place, and I know that it’s the Spirit of the Lord;
there are sweet expressions on each face, and I know they feel the presence of the Lord.
Sweet Holy Spirit, sweet heavenly Dove,
stay right here with us, filling us with your love;
and for these blessings we lift our hearts in praise;
without a doubt we’ll know that we have been revived when we shall leave this place.
Benediction
Postlude

Fantasia in G (BWV 572)

-J.S. BACH

We thank all who have participated in our morning worship service and in the auxiliary functions.
• Judy Jones is our Host Deacon
• Robin Stout is our Liturgist
• Jon Russell and Robin Stout are our Ushers

Fun for All Ages
Saturday, October 22 5:30-8:30 pm
Bring friends and neighbors!

Featuring The Don DuPont Big Band

$20 entry fee
over age 12

Church Council
Barbara Cardone
Chip Lewis
Astrid Quish
TBA
Janet Girardeau
Kathy Thorsberg/Peggy Jakacki
Debbie Guzman
Florence Hovy
Kathie Swenson
Jim Colby
Claire Prohl
Barbara Cardone
Bill Swenson
Monica Lombardo
Scott Blasdell
Ed Prohl and Carl Thorsberg
Kim Carey, Esq.
Milan Tyler, Esq.

Moderator
Acting Treasurer
Clerk
Chair, Board of Faith Formation
Christian Education
Fellowship
Membership & Mentoring
Mission and Outreach
Chair, Board of Worship
Deacons Committee
Music Committee
Nominations
Personnel
Play Care Advisory Board Liaison
Stewardship
Trustees Co-Chairs
Church Counsel
Assistant Church Counsel

Staff
Rev. Dr. Martha Jacobs
Keith Robellard
Jonathan Riedel
Xann Palmer
Christine Monahan
Angela Tytla
Wilver Diaz

Senior Minister
Minister of Music
Director of Christian Education
Director of Play Care
Office Manager & Financial Administrator
Administrative Assistant
Sexton

Calendar
TODAY SUNDAY, September 25
10:00 am Worship (S/YouTube)
11:15 am Sunday Fellowship (CH)
7:30 pm AA (CH)

Monday, September 26
Play Care closed

Tuesday, September 27
Play Care closed
9:00 am-7:00 pm La Petite rental (K)
1:00 pm All Staff meeting (MR)
7:00 pm Council meeting (Zoom)
7:30 pm AA (CH)

Wednesday, September 28
9:00 am-7:00 pm La Petite rental (K)
9:15 am Play Care
7:30 pm Boy Scouts Troop 2 (CH)
7:30 pm Stewardship meeting (MR)

Thursday, September 29
9:00 am-7:00 pm La Petite rental (K)
9:15 am Play Care
9:30 am-12:00 pm PC gym class (CH)
7:30 pm AA (CH)

Friday, September 30
9:15 am Play Care
6:00 pm Babe’s Delectables (K)
7:30 pm AA anniversary night (CH)

Saturday, October 1
7:30 pm Mt. Kisco AA (CH)

NEXT SUNDAY, October 2
Luke’s Pantry

10:00 am First Sunday w/Communion
(S/YouTube)

11:15 am Sunday Fellowship (CH)
2:00 pm Suzy Sugar Memorial Service
& Reception (S, CH, K)
7:30 pm AA (CH)

KEY: Centennial Hall (CH); Classroom (CL);

Kitchen (K); Library (L); Memorial Room (MR);
Play Care (PC); Sanctuary (S)

